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Introduction

COP30, held in Belém under the leadership of the Brazilian Presidency, was framed as the Implementation “COP”
and the “COP of Truth”—a moment to demonstrate real progress on the Paris Agreement rather than repeat
commitments. The Presidency’s guiding spirit of mutirdo—a Brazilian concept meaning collective ettort,
solidarity, and shared responsibility—shaped the tone and expectations of the talks.

For Africa and other developing regions, COP30 was especially significant. The negotiations touched deeply on
issues central to frontline communities: the integrity of carbon markets, the protection of Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities (IPLCs), the future of food systems, adaptation finance, and the economic risks of unilateral
climate-related trade measures.

The Kenya Platform for Climate Governance, in collaboration with Act for Change Trust, Fastenaktion, Pan
African climate justice alliance and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung — Kenya - FES, engaged at COP30 with a community
lens focusing on safeguards for carbon trading, agroecology, and increasing access to locally led climate financing.

Although COP30 did not resolve all agenda items—most notably the Sharm el-Sheikh Joint Work on Agriculture

and Food Security (SSJWP)—it delivered important advances across Article 6, safeguards, the Global Goal on
Adaptation (GGA), and non-market approaches. It also amplified global recognition of agroecology and opened
critical discussions on just transition, the global move away from fossil fuels, and the need for equitable climate
finance.

Below is the summary as per COP30 negotiations, SBSTA/SBI conclusions, CMA5 decisions, and Presidency
context that distills the outcomes most relevant to communities, agroecology, carbon markets, climate finance,
and response measures, with a focus on implications for Kenya and African civil society.

1. COMMUNITIES: Rights, Participation & Safeguards Strengthened
COP30 delivered notable progress in integrating community rights into climate governance—especially
through Article 6 and adaptation processes.

1.1 Article 6.4 Safeguards Strengthened
The CMAS5 decision strengthened community protection under the Article 6.4 mechanism by:

e Requiring stronger social and environmental safeguards

e  Clarifying expectations around FPIC for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

e Strengthening grievance redress mechanisms accessible at project, national and international levels
e Expecting land rights documentation before project approval

e Reinforcing community participation through the project cycle
While not perfect, this is the strongest articulation of safeguards under Article 6 to date.

1.2 Expanded Role of LCIPP
The COP30 LCIPP (Local Communities & Indigenous Peoples Platform) decision:
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e Increased opportunities for direct IPLC participation in Article 6 processes
e Strengthened integration of traditional knowledge in adaptation

e Encouraged Parties to incorporate community knowledge into the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA)
tramework

1.3 GGA Framework Indicators Adopted
The Global Goal on Adaptation - GGA decision for partial adoption of 59 refined indicators that explicitly
reference:

e locally led adaptation (LLA)
e community-based adaptation systems
e subnational resilience and social protection

e strengthening institutional and community capacity
This firmly positions communities as active implementers, not passive recipients.

2. AGROECOLOGY: under the Sharm-el Sheikh Joint Working Program SSJWP at COP30

Agroecology gained visibility at SBSTA and SBI63, but no formal COP30 decision was adopted.
2.1 No Adoption of the SSTWP at COP30

Negotiations on the Sharm el-Sheikh Joint Work on Agriculture and Food Security (SSTWP) ended with:
e Draft conclusions from SBSTA 63 & SBI 63 only
e NO COP or CMA adoption
e NO operational work programme

¢ NO mandated integration of agroecology
The issue was deferred to SB64: (mid-2026) and expected to be revisited at COP31.

2.2 What the Draft Conclusions Said
The draft conclusions recognized:

e Food security as a climate priority
e The importance of adaptation in agriculture
e Systemic and integrated food systems approaches

e The role of farmers, women, youth and Indigenous Peoples
Paragraph 3(k) “ Draft text highlighted the potential of agroecology for sustainable agriculture and food
systems. This is recognition, not a mandate.

2.3 Implications for Kenya
e Agroecology remains politically visible but not yet operationalized globally

e Kenya can still advance agroecology through: National Agroecology Strategy (NAS-FST), County
climate plans, locally led Adaptation (LLA) and Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) frameworks

NB- Agroecology will require strong advocacy at SB64 and COP31.




3. CARBON MARKETS: Integrity, Transparency & Equity Strengthened
Article 6 negotiations at COP30 resulted in improvements to integrity, safeguards, and transparency

frameworks.

3.1 Article 6.2: Transparency & Reporting Strengthened
COP30 advanced:

e More robust reporting formats

e  Clearer authorization procedures

e Better corresponding adjustment guidance

e Enhanced transparency to avoid double counting

e Better tracking of non-market approaches (NMAs)

3.2 Article 6.4: Community Protection Advances
New clarifications and enhancements included:

e I‘air and transparent benefit-sharing mechanisms expected
e Reinforced expectations around continuous FPIC
e Strengthened risk, safeguards and land-tenure documentation

e Supervisory Body tasked to explore fair pricing methodologies and avoid undervaluation of African
credits

3.3 Article 6.8: Non Market Approaches (NMAs) Move Forward
COP30 enabled:

e I‘ramework for community-based climate programmes
e Recognition of agroecology, food security and livelihoods under NMAs
e Operationalization of the NMA registry

This is a major African win, enabling climate action outside carbon markets.

4. RESPONSE MEASURES: Unilateral Measures Under the Mutirido Spirit
The Brazilian Presidency framed COP30 around a “global mutirdo”—collective action, cooperation, and
solidarity. Unilateral measures clashed with this spirit and were a focal point of negotiation.

4.1 Critique of Unilateral Measures
Developing country groups (Africa, G77+China, BASIC, LMDCs) raised strong concerns that unilateral
climate-related trade measures:

e impose asymmetric burdens on developing economies
e undermine trade access for key exports (tea, coffee, horticulture, steel, cement)
e penalize low-emitting countries
e disrupt regional supply chains
e reintroduce green protectionism
Examples included CBAM-like border taxes and deforestation-related trade rules.

4.2 COP30 Outcomes on Response Measures
COPso:

e Recognized economic harm caused by unilateral measures




e Reaftirmed CBDR-RC and equity

e Stressed that climate policies must be multilateral, not unilateral

e Highlighted the need for impact assessment tools for vulnerable countries

e Tasked the KCI to continue methodological work on economic & trade impacts

e Linked response measures to just transition and support for developing countries

4.8 Mutirdo Framing
Under the Mutirdo messaging:
e Climate action must be cooperative, not punitive
e Transitions must not replicate colonial or protectionist patterns

e Developing countries must receive technical, financial, and capacity support
This strengthens Kenya’s ability to challenge harmful unilateral climate trade policies.

5. CLIMATE FINANCE: Progress with Major Gaps
COP30 reaffirmed:
e the need to scale up- infact tripple- adaptation finance
e urgent operationalization of the Loss and Damage IFund
e acceleration toward the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)
e increased grant-based finance, not loans
However...
e Delivery pathways remain unclear
e No binding commitments were made
e Direct access for communities still limited
e Kenya can use these signals to expand county-level and community-level financing windows.

6. SUMMARY STATEMENT

COP30 delivered important gains for community safeguards, Article 6 integrity, transparency and adaptation,
while elevating agroecology’s visibility without reaching formal adoption. It advanced scrutiny of unilateral
measures under the Mutirdo ethos and strengthened the foundations for just transition and equitable
implementation. However, major gaps persist in finance, enforceability of safeguards, and the long-term global
transition away from fossil fuels. Continued vigilance, coordinated advocacy, and strong national-regional
engagement are essential to ensure these outcomes benefit frontline communities.
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